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QUBJECT: MUJIB REAUESTS MORE FOODGRAINS

REF1 (A) DACCA 4454, (&) DACCA 4497

]+ CHARGE INVITED T CALL ON PRIME MINISTER MOV 1w

MUJIB CAME TO POINT IMMEDIATELY AND IN ORDER MEET EXPECTED
3ERTIOUS SHORTAGE IN NEAR FUTURE, 2EQUESTED USG SUPPLY
FOODGRAINS ASAPs FIRST SHIP T3 ARRIVE IN JANUARYs ACKNOW=
LEOGERATHAT UNKOD ASSESSING FOODGRAIN REQUIREMENT AND

MAY ISSUE APPEAL FO2 FURTHER FOUD AlD BUT ASSERTED THIS
TOO 3L0W A PROC:ES8« TO UNDERLINE URGENCY OF NEED2» MUJIE
SAID HE WILLING 3UY FOCHEx&IN UNDTR LONG IR SHORT TERM
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CREDIT OR EVEN FOR CASHe SAID BD ALREADY BSUYING FROM
BURMA, THAILANDs JAPANs AND SINGAPORE e

2+ CHARGE RESPONDED BY STATING US6 WOULD BE WILLING TO

HELP WITHIN OUR LIMITED AVAILABILITIESs IN UN CONTEXTs» WITH
OTHERS CONTRIBUTING THEIR SHAREs FEMPHASIZED NEED FOR
ADEQUATE DATA BASE AS REATIONALE FOR REQUEST, AS SOUGHT
WHEN FOOD AID DISCUSSIONS HELD WASHINGTON EARLY OCTOBER
WITH FINANCE MINISTER AND DEPUTY rHAIRMAN PLANNING
COMMISSIONe ALSO EXPRESSED VIEW THAT IN QRDER TO GET FOOD-
GRAINS HERE BY JANUARY, ONE ROUTE FOR Bpg TO FOLLOW WOULD
SEEM BE TO PURCHASE COMMERCIALLY, DRAWING ON CURRENTLY

HIGH FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES (87 MILLION POUND STERLINGI)
RATHER THAN WAITING FOR BILATERAL OR MULITERAL

ASSISTANCE FROM AFARa«

3¢ CANADIAN HICOM ALSO CALLED IN aY MUJIRs HE REPORTED
PITCH WAS MUCH THE SAMEs IN SEPTEMBER CANADIANS HAD REw
SPONDED TO EARLIER URGENT REQUEST BY EXPLAINING THAT
SHIPPING NOT AVAILABLE AND PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE UNITL
MARCHe HICOM SUGGESTED THAT IF AMAN CROP LOW, SHORTFALL
WILL NOT BE FELT UNTIL AFTER JANUARYe VICE PRESIDENT,
CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCYs ARRIVING NOV
19 WILL BF WILLING TO DISCUSS CANADIAN CONTRIBUTION TO
MEET LONGER«TERM REQUIREMENT AT THAT TIMEe.

49 AUSTRALIAN HICOM SAID HE WAS NNT RPT NOT INVITED BY
MUJIB TO CALLe HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED BY FOOD MINISTER
IN MID"SEPTe CANBERRA ADVISED AUSTRALIA L ACKED GRAIN
EVEN FOR STRAIGHT COMMERCIAL SALE OF 103,043 TONSe

5« JAPANESE COUNSELOR REPORTED THAT ACTING ON BEHALF
MUJIB, MINISTER INDUSTRIES SOUGHT JAPANESE FOQOD AID TEN
DAYS AGO+ JAPANESE EMBASSY HAS BEEN CABLING TOKYO TO
SPEED UP NEGOTIATION RE 18@,00¢ TONS DEFERRED«PAYMENT
RICE, BUT ACCORNING COUNSELOR, SURPLUS DISAPPEARING AND
NUMBER OF SERIOUS INTRA=GOUJ PROBLFMS REMAINs COUNSELOR
THINKING OF RECAOMMENDING FOODGRAINMS BE PROVIDED AS GRANT.
IN RESPONSE TO BDG, COULD ONLY INDICIATE THAT 50,2088 TONS
OF EARLIER DEFERRED PAYMENT RICE ARRIVING SHORTLY IN
CHITTAGONG
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6+ IN CALL ON UMBRICHT,» UNRODs CHARGE WAS INFORMED THAT CABLE
HAD JUST GONE OFF TO % UN, FORECASTING 28 PER CENT SHORTe
FALL OF FOODGRAIN SUPPLY AGAINST 2EQUIREMENT. |p@s0@@ TON

GAP WHICH UMBRICHT SAID HAD BEEN aNTICIPATED FOLLOWING
RESPONSE TO SECGEN APPEAL IN MAY HAD NOW MATERTALIZED.
UMBRICHT CITED AS MAIN REASON FOR INADEQUATE PRODUCTION

HEREt DROUGHT CONDITIONSs» FERTILIZ7ER SHORTAGE, AND LOW

NUMBER OF WATER PUMPS PUT TO WORK.

7¢ IN LIGHT WORLDWIDE TIGHTNESS FNODGRAIN SUPPLY.

UMBRICHT FELT ONLY WAY SITUATION “IGHT BF RELIEVED HERE
WOULD B8E 8Y DIVEZRTING TO BD US GRAIN SHIP GOING ELSEWHERE.
SAID HE HAD RECOMMEDED UN RAISE TwIS WITH USGe FYIt
UMBRICHT DISCUSSED POSSIBILITY OIVERSION US VESSEL FOR
ARRIVAL PRIOR AMAN HARVESTS HOWEVER, WE ADVISED THAT THIS
UNREALISTICs PREVIOUSLY HE HAD NCOT DISCUSSED POSSIBLE
DIVERSION FOR ARRIVAL IN EARLY 1973+ END FYles ASSUME
NDIVERSION EARLY 1973 NCOT FEASIRLE BUT WOULD APPRECIATE
WASHINGTON REACTION,

8¢ THROUGHOUT DISCUSSION PRIMIN WAS VAGUF IN HIS REFER=
ENCES TO AMOUNTS AND TIMING OF FONDGRAIN ARRIVALSe WE
CONTINUE BELIEVF ESTIMATES CONTAINED PARA 8 REF A ARE
WITHIN RESONABLE LIMITS AND THATs AS PER REF B, IT WILL

RE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT» IF NOT IMPQOSSIBLE FOR RDG INITIATE
AGGRESSIVE INTERNAL PROCUREMENT PALICIES FOLLOWING AMAN
HARVEST '

9« QUESTION FOOD WILL REAMIN AT CENTER OF BDG ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL CONCERNs WHILE FULLY AWARE DIFFICULTIES
THESE QUESTIONS POSE FOR WASHINGTON HELIFVE MUJIB'S
PERSONAL OVERTURE IMPELS US TO LONK FOR FARLY

REPONSE TO QUESTIONS RAISED PARA @ REF A. ALSO URGE
IMMEDIATE APPROACH TO UN BE TAKEN TO DETERMINE STATE OF
1TS CONSIDERATION OF PGSSIBLE INTERIM APPEAL, EITHER
PUBLLIC OR PRIVATE AND DIRECTs TO MAJOR FOOD SUPPLIERS.
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